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My dear Catholic people, 

On September 2nd, I performed the priestly 
ordination of  Fr. Henry Chappot de La Chanonie  
in the chapel of  Christ the King in Nantes, France. 
This chapel was founded many years ago by Fr. 
Philippe Guépin, a priest 
whom I have known for 
fifty years. We both en-
tered Ecône on the same 
day in 1971. 

The ordination al-
most failed to take place. 
In June, France an-
nounced to Americans 
that the doors of  France 
were open to American 
tourists. All you needed 
was a negative Covid 
test.  

Based on that in-
formation, I booked the 
tickets for myself  and 
three seminarians, who 
were my necessary assis-
tants for the ceremonies 
which had to be accom-
plished in France.  

Then a few weeks 
later, France announced 
that you needed the pass 
sanitaire, or health pass, to enter a restaurant. This 
announcement put an arrow in the heart of  the 
whole project, since the obvious question is: How 

does one travel in a foreign country if  you cannot 
eat? 

So I canceled the trip, sadly communicating the 
news to the then deacon, Rev. Mr. Chappot. Fr. 
Guépin, however, told Mrs. Chappot, the ordinand’s 

mother, to proceed 
with full confidence, 
and to pray.  

Well, as Provi-
dence would have it, 
Mrs. Chappot had 
sent out the invita-
tions before I canceled 
the trip. Therefore, 
although I had can-
celed the trip, I re-
ceived in the mail 
the invitation which 
was sent out ( I 
found out later) be-
fore the cancelation. 

I was naturally 
troubled by the fact 
that the invitations 
were sent out. None-
theless, since I did 
not want to embar-
rass either the ordi-
nand or his family, I 
s a i d t o m y s e l f , 

“Somehow we must find a way to do this.” 
So I contacted Stephen Heiner, the founder 

and head of  True Restoration. He has lived in 
France for nine years now. I asked him to try and 
find a way in which we could do this. I also contact-

!1

Father Hequard, of  Loches, France, imposes hands upon the 
ordinand, Fr. Henry Chappot de La Chanonie, at his ordina-

tion on Sept. 2nd, 2021. Standing on the altar are (left to right): 
Fr. Philippe Guépin, Fr. Jocelyn Le Gal, Bishop Sanborn, Fr. 

Madi, and Fr. Cazalas.
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ed the ordinand, now Father Chappot, to work on 
his end in Nantes to prepare the way. 

All fell into place, and we four flew to Paris on 
August 26th, and arrived safely on the next day. On 
our trip from Paris to Nantes, we managed to stop 
in Chartres, internationally famous for its elegant 
cathedral, containing in it the best medieval stained 
glass. 

With his invaluable help, and with the organiza-
tion of  meals and lodging by Fr. Guépin, Fr. Chap-
pot and his family, as well as the nuns of  Saint Mau-
rice who cooked for us, we were able to take all our 
meals at the rectory, and accomplish all the cere-
monies necessary. 

Fr. Guépin worked me hard. He has been with-
out the services of  a bishop for many years, and he 
had a number of  overdue projects which required a 
bishop’s power of  orders. 

On Sunday, August 29th, I confirmed about 
fifty persons. On Tuesday, August 31st, I consecrat-
ed an altar for him, a magnificent marble piece 
which had belonged to a church dedicated to Saint 
Cecilia in Rennes. Because the altar had been dis-
mantled, it had to be consecrated again. It was one 
of  the most complex ceremonies that I have ever 
performed. All went well, thanks to the seminarians 
who were assisting me: Gregory Barnes, from Mi-
chigan, as the Master of  Ceremonies; Truth Ing-
ham, from Maine, as the sacristan, and Tobias Bay-
er, from Ohio, as my personal assistant.  

Then on Thursday, September 2nd, I ordained 
the ordinand, now Fr. Chappot de La Chanonie, to 
the priesthood, in a Solemn Pontifical Mass. A 
number of  clergy also assisted, including Fr. Jocelyn 
Le Gal and Fr. Langlet, Fr. Cazalas, and Fr. Madi, all 
of  the Institute of  Our Mother of  Good Counsel, 
based in Verrua, Italy, commonly known as the 
IMBC. 

The reception after the ordination was held in a 
stately seventeenth-century chateau not far from 
Nantes. 

On Friday, September 3rd, the new priest said 
his first Mass. It was the feast of  Saint Pius X, and 
therefore most appropriate for a new priest who is 
vowed to dedicate his life to the defeat of  Mod-
ernism. That afternoon we took our Covid tests, 
which were all negative, giving us the ability to enter 
restaurants and tourist sites, at least for seventy-two 
hours. Most important of  all, however, it permitted 
us to fly back on September 6th. 

Therefore on Saturday, September 4th, we man-
aged to do something recreational, which was to 
visit the famous monastery of  Mont Saint Michel, 

which sits on the coast of  Normandy in majestic 
splendor. 

Then on Sunday, September 5th, we traveled to 
Paris in order to get our flight on the following day 
back to the United States. We did manage, however, 
to take in some of  the sights in Paris, including 
Notre-Dame (under construction now, but still very 
impressive). One of  the parishioners of  the Paris 
chapel did us the courtesy of  driving us along the 
Seine at night, which is one of  the most thrilling 
sights in the entire world. All of  the great monu-
ments of  Paris are illuminated, and are breathtaking 
to behold. 

There was not a single glitch in the entire trip. 
Nothing went wrong (with exception of  a delay in 
our departure from Paris). Again I thank Mr. 
Stephen Heiner, who dedicated a full tens days of  
his time, acting as chauffeur, organizer, gopher, and 
tour guide. The trip could not have taken place suc-
cessfully without his help. 

Ravaged by Covid. While all was perfect on 
one side of  the Atlantic, our parish in Florida, in my 
absence, was struck by Covid very seriously. It start-
ed, apparently, in the school, which had just opened. 
It spread to a number of  families, then to the Sis-
ters, then to Bishop Selway, then to Father Despósi-
to. 

Children, as a rule, are affected very mildly by 
the disease, but they are capable of  spreading it to 
adults, who at times show very severe symptoms. 

The disease affects various people in various 
ways. Its symptoms are not universal.  

The worst hit was Bishop Selway. He came 
down with it shortly after our departure for Europe 
on August 26th. He quickly contracted pneumonia. 
His oxygen fell to 87, which is dangerous. The doc-
tors put him on oxygen, which treatment lasted 
about three weeks. He is on the mend, but very 
slowly, his main complaint being that of  extreme 
fatigue. When I had Covid last October, I too no-
ticed fatigue as the principal symptom, although I 
never developed pneumonia. It is to be remem-
bered that Bishop Selway suffers from Raynaud’s 
disease, which is a circulatory disorder. It cuts off  
blood flow to extremities in cold weather. (It was 
the reason why he has to live in a warm climate). It 
may have contributed to the very acute reaction 
which he had to this disease, for he is only forty-
three years old, and normally very active and athlet-
ic. 

It appears that what struck this year was the 
delta variant, which, it is said, is more contagious 
and more aggressive than last years’s version. 
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We received four new seminarians this year. 
One has already left due to homesickness. (This is 
not uncommon. I always say that I do not count the 
new seminarians until Christmas). All the remaining 
new ones are Americans, one from Puerto Rico, 
another from Utah, and another from Maine. Please 
pray for them, and for the seminary. 

Pennsylvania update. The final plans were 
submitted to City of  Reading during the summer. 
The City is required to return the plans with either 
approval or demand for further changes within thir-
ty business days. They have not done so. They do 
not even answer the repeated requests for updates 
as to the status of  the plans. So, as usual, the City is 
our biggest obstacle to the accomplishment of  this 
project. 

At this point, I do not anticipate the move until 
summer of  next year. I wish I had better news, but 
I do not. I, the architect, the contractor, and many 
other consultants, are working as hard as we can 
and in a timely fashion, but the obstacle is always 
the nonchalant, uncommunicative, and mañana atti-
tude of  the City.  

I have no suspicion that they are dragging their 
feet as a deliberate attempt to thwart the project. 
They act in this manner all the time, I am told. 

Another leftist insult to African-Americans. 
In August, the leftist governess of  Oregon signed a 
law which suspended high school graduation re-
quirements, saying that it is “equitable for students 
of  color.” In other words, Oregon is saying that 
students do not have to prove that they can read or 
do mathematics, because African-American stu-
dents are incapable of  achieving such a goal. 

Do not forget that this is the same state that 
said that there is more than one right answer to a 
mathematics problem, citing the fact that students 
of  color may not be able to get the right answer. 

If  it is true that African-American students are 
doing poorly, lowering the standards for them does 
not help anyone, but especially them. It cheapens 
the high school diploma, making it a meaningless 
sheet of  paper. The greatest charity in helping the 
poor student is to enable him or her to obtain good 
study habits. You know the old saying: “10% inspi-
ration and 90% perspiration.” 

My experience with African students here at the 
seminary has been the opposite of  that of  the Peo-
ple’s Republic of  Oregon. They were all not only 
good students, but exceptional students. They knew 
English grammar perfectly, had good handwriting, 
and were overall well-educated and intelligent. I 
think that the difference between them and the 

African-American is (1) the British system of  edu-
cation in Nigeria, which is the best in the world, and 
(2) the traditional culture of  the Nigerians, whereby 
discipline and hard work, particularly in the class-
room, is demanded by their no-nonsense education 
system. I know this from speaking with the Nigeri-
ans first-hand. 

My theory about the African-American is that, 
in their times spent under slavery in this country, 
they lost a stable family existence, being sold and 
transferred from place to place. In my opinion, this 
stable family life, so necessary for success as a stu-
dent, was absent from their lives even after they 
were freed. Patrick Henry, who was against slavery, 
understood this problem, and argued that former 
slaves should not be turned loose to roam the 
roads, but should be given education in order that 
they might assimilate well in a world much different 
from that of  slavery. The key to success is personal 
discipline, and this is learned at an early age. If  a 
child is not disciplined to study and do homework 
— both loathsome tasks for any young person — 
he will not do well in school and not do well in a 
job. 

One more blasphemous heresy from the 
Vatican. In August, Bergoglio managed to make an 
orthodox statement. Speaking about the Torah, the 
first five books of  the Old Testament containing 
the Old Law, he said: “The law (Torah), however, 
does not give life. It does not offer the fulfill-
ment of  the promise because it is not capable 
of  being able to fulfill it ... Those who seek life 
need to look to the promise and to its fulfill-
ment in Christ.” 

What Bergoglio said is true. It is based on Saint 
Paul. (He was commenting on the Epistle to the 
Galatians). The Law cannot give life. Only Christ 
can give eternal life.  

This truth, however, caused outrage among the 
Jews, who consider themselves to have a path to-
God through the Old Law. In other words, they do 
not need Christ the Savior in order to be saved.  

Ratzinger and John Paul II said exactly this in 
the 1990’s. 

So in order to placate the Jews, a Novus Ordo 
Cardinal by the name of  Kurt Koch made a “clari-
fication:” He said in a letter to Rabbi Rasson Arussi 
of  Jerusalem: “The abiding Christian tradition is 
that Jesus Christ is the new way of  salvation. 
However, this does not mean that the Torah is 
diminished or no longer recognized as the ‘way 
of  salvation’ for Jews.” 
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Saint Paul, however, said the precise opposite. 
in his epistle to the Galatians (II: 16): “But knowing 
that man is not justified by the works of  the law, 
but by the faith of  Jesus Christ; we also believe in 
Christ Jesus, that we may be justified by the faith of  
Christ, and not by the works of  the law: because 
by the works of  the law no flesh shall be justi-
fied.” 

The occasion of  St. Paul’s remarks, that the Old 
Law cannot justify, that is, cannot make man pleas-
ing to God through grace, was that some persons in 
Galatia were trying to impose the Torah, the Old 
Law, upon the newly baptized Christians. They were 
called “judaizers.” The Epistle to the Galatians is 
devoted to this very error which crept into the 
fledgling Church in Galatia. In chapter 5, verse 4, 
St. Paul says: “You are made void of  Christ, you 
who are justified in the law: you are fallen from 
grace.” St. Paul says similar things in his Epistle to 
the Hebrews. 

The Council of  Jerusalem, recorded in the Acts 
of  the Apostles, over which St. Peter presided, de-
termined that newly converted Gentiles were not 
bound by the Torah. Converted Jews were free to 
continue the practices, but could not impose them 
on others. 

Consequently, the “Cardinal’s” “clarification to 
the Rabbi is a blasphemous heresy. It is heresy, since it 
is against the teaching of  Sacred Scripture and the 
universal teaching of  the Catholic Church. It is 
blasphemy, since it is an insult to the unique Savior 
of  all mankind, Our Lord Jesus Christ. It is an in-
sult to the Divine Savior to say that someone can be 
saved by some path or law other than Himself. Saint 
Peter preached these words publicly to the Jews in 
Jerusalem: “Be it known to you all, and to all the 
people of  Israel, that by the name of  our Lord Je-
sus Christ of  Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom 
God hath raised from the dead, even by him this 
man standeth here before you whole. This is the 
stone which was rejected by you the builders, which 
is become the head of  the corner. Neither is there 
salvation in any other. For there is no other 
name under heaven given to men, whereby we 
must be saved.” 

The Jewish religion holds that Jesus Christ was 
a false Messias, an impostor. According to the 
Torah, such a man must die. Indeed Caiphas said in 
the Sanhedrin at Our Lord’s trial, after Our Lord 
proclaimed to be the Christ, the Son of  God: “He 
hath blasphemed; what further need have we of  
witnesses?” The Sanhedrin responded: “He is guilty 
of  death.” 

Consequently, Novus Ordo Cardinal Koch, and 
the approving Bergoglio, would have us believe that 
a religion which is based on the rejection of  Christ 
as the true Messias and Son of  God, and which 
cited the very Torah to put Him to death, is a “path 
of  salvation for the Jews.” For they said to Pilate: 
“We have a law; and according to the law he 
ought to die, because he made himself  the Son 
of  God.” It is this very “law,” this Torah, which 
they cited for the death of  Christ. Is it now going to 
give them salvation? 

Lack of  charity for the Jews. The greatest 
charity we can do for another is to give him the 
truth, and particularly supernatural truth, namely 
what is the true path of  salvation. By contrast, the 
greatest harm and uncharitable act we can do 
against someone is to deceive him concerning the 
true path of  salvation. 

Think of  someone deliberately directing a fellow 
passenger on a sinking ship to a lifeboat that is full 
of  holes. He sends him to certain death under the 
aspect of  indicating to him a “path of  salvation.” 

So the Novus Ordo religion gives the greatest 
form of  evil and harm to the Jews, who were told 
by St. Paul, himself  a Jew, that the Torah was no 
longer in effect, and could not justify them. It could 
not bring them into God’s grace. By telling them 
that their Torah is a path of  salvation, outside of  
Christ and apart from Christ, is to confirm them on 
a path of  enmity with God. 

The Torah had its purpose before the coming 
of  Christ as a pedagogue, to use St. Paul’s term, that 
is, a teacher, of  which the sole purpose was to pre-
pare the chosen people for the Messias. With the 
coming of  the Messias, it has outlived that purpose. 
It is the same as the old skin of  a caterpillar which 
is left behind as the butterfly emerges from it. 

As Bishop Sheen once put it, “The Jews are 
waiting on a platform for a train that came two 
thousand years ago.” 

Sincerely yours in Christ, 

Most Rev. Donald J. Sanborn 
Rector 
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