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My dear Catholic people,

Earlier this month I travelled to France, and in
the city of Nantes administered the Sacrament of
Confirmation to forty-three recipients.

Relatively few

Young men today have many temptations
against both chastity and the faith itself. As a rule,
they are not raised in the spirit and practice of christ-
ian mortification of their senses, but are taught to
indulge in whatever inclination comes to their mind

or body. They are,

of the recipients
were children, as
is usually the
case. Of the forty-
three, I would
estimate that at
least thirty-five
were men, and of
those, about
twenty-five were
young men. I
learned later that
most of these
were converts
from nothing, that

furthermore, sub-
ject to the tempta-
tion of conformity
to others, either to
their parents, who
may well be reli-
gion-less, or to
teachers and
schoolmates, who
are likewise im-
bued with the
atheistic and he-
donistic culture.
Men are more

is, from no reli-
gion at all. It
should be noted
here that 55% of
the people in
France are atheists.
It is therefore fairly
common to grow
up with no religion
atall.

I was told that Father Chappot de La Chanonie, a
graduate of our seminary, has been instructing these
young men in the Catholic Faith. It was very edifying
to see this result, and even surprising.

Confirmations in Nantes, France
The confirmands and clergy pose for a picture after the ceremony. On the
left, in surplice, is Father Tobias Bayer, who accompanied me on the jour-
ney. On the right, in surplice and stole is Father Philippe Guépin, the pas-
tor of the chapel of Christ the King in Nantes. At the extreme right, in
surplice, is Father Henry Chappot de La Chanonie.

attracted to con-
formity in these
things than
women are. A
woman will worry
more about con-
formity to fash-
ions in dress and
make-up, than
about conformity to ideas. Men are the opposite.
They have little or no care for passing fashions, but
do have a very strong desire to be accepted by fellow
men from the point of view of ideas. For this reason,
they are more prey to temptations against the faith. It
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is also true that women, by nature, are more prone to
acts of piety than men are.

The typical young man today becomes addicted
to sexual pleasures at a young age. This addiction
blinds him to spiritual things, leaving him in a rut
from which he cannot escape on his own power. This
addiction, furthermore, causes him to be depressed,
since he knows down deep that he is acting like an
animal, and not like a human being.

By the grace of God, however, this depression and
interior disquiet can bring him to a desire to be rec-
onciled to God.

What I have described was precisely the case of
Saint Augustine. One day, he was so overwhelmed by
the weight of his impurity that he went into his gar-
den and wept bitterly, with his head in his hands. As
he wept, he heard the voice of a little child singing, in
Latin “tolle, lege.” which means “take up and read.” He
looked around, but there was no child to be found. He
went back into his house, picked up Sacred Scripture,
and opened it randomly, and found these words of
Saint Paul: Let us walk honestly, as in the day: not in
rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and impuri-
ties, not in contention and envy: But put ye on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh in its
concupiscences. (Rom. XIII: 13, 14)

Saint Augustine said: “As if a light of security had
infiltrated my heart, all the darkness of my doubts
had dissipated.”

We know the rest. He went on to become one of
the greatest saints of the Catholic Church, one of her
greatest doctors, second only to Saint Thomas
Aquinas. In fact, St. Thomas quoted him more than
any other doctor of the Church.

The death of Ratzinger. The last of the suit-and-
tie priests, the radicals who inspired and directed
Vatican II, has passed on to his judgement. Only God
knows what is in store for those who have destroyed
His vineyard with the ravages of Modernism. Karl
Rahner and Hans Kiing, his radical cronies, have al-
ready preceded him to the judgement seat.

The media and the Novus Ordo conservatives
regard him as a great man, a great conservative who
was preserving the Faith against the naysayers.

Of course we know this is false. But it is true to
say that he was a Novus Ordo conservative. This des-
ignation, however, does not in any way exonerate him,
or make him worthy of praise.

What is damning in the term is Novus Ordo. This
term indicates the entire revolution of Vatican II,
which infected dogma, morals, discipline, canon law,
and the liturgy. Every single aspect of Catholic life

was injected with this poison, with the result that bil-
lions of souls have lost the Catholic Faith.

Everyone detests the crime of genocide. If we
take Hitler, Stalin and Mao-Tse-Tung together, it
might add up to 100 million dead bodies.

Genocide is to destroy people’s bodies. Vatican II
perpetrated a spiritual genocide, however, in which
billions have lost the Catholic Faith. Spiritual death is
an everlasting death, one that never quits. It is a per-
petual and continual pain of separation from God. It
is everlasting agony.

What is yet worse, Ratzinger personified the at-
tempt to “marry” this godless revolution of Vatican II
with the Catholic Faith. He encouraged the tradition-
al Latin Mass, but under the aspect of Modernism,
that is, because it corresponds to people’s tastes and
sensitivities. For this he is praised and glorified, in
contrast to Bergoglio, who is vilified for merely being
a consistent Vatican II proponent.

We cannot, however, permit the Catholic Faith to
become the illegitimate child resulting from the
union of two religions which are diametrically op-
posed to each other. We cannot be in communion
with those who have destroyed our Faith. Vatican II
must be condemned and repudiated as a conciliabu-
Ium, which is the Church’s term for an illegitimate
and phony council. Only then will there be a true
restoration, and only then a true peace.

It is the characteristic of non-Catholic sects to
have liberal and conservative branches. The very term
“conservative” implies the legitimacy of its correlative,
namely “liberal.” So there are liberal and conservative
Jews, liberal and conservative Protestants, liberal and
conservative Moslems.

The Catholic Faith, by its very nature, and even
by its name, is universal, that is one single set of dog-
mas and morals for everyone, without any deviation,
one government, one worship, one great institution. If
we accept anything less than this, we will be worse
than the very perpetrators of this apostasy of Vatican
II.

A move to get rid of Francis? The Italian news-
paper La Stampa reported that there is a movement
afoot among some cardinals to put pressure on
Bergoglio to resign. An anonymous cardinal stated,
"The secret plan will be formulated on various axes
and phases, but it will have one objective - to place
the pontificate under such stress that Francis will
have to resign.” Interesting.

More invalid Novus Ordo baptisms. Recently it
was discovered in a diocese in the southwest that a



Novus Ordo priest was conferring baptism in an in-
valid manner. He changed the formula from ‘T baptize
you...” to “We baptize you..” Even the Novus Ordo,
which has succeeded in rendering either doubtful or
invalid nearly every sacrament, recognized that this
was an invalid formula.

The priest, apparently, has been doing this for
years, which means that hundreds, if not thousands,
of baptisms have been affected. They all have to be
redone, according to the diocese.

There was almost an identical case in the Arch-
diocese of Detroit a few years ago.

Who is to blame for this? The priest? No, Vatican
IT and the modernistic training which the candidates
for the Novus Ordo priesthood receive. The only
word for this training is garbage.

For one thing, they are told that the sacramental
forms are not “magic words.” This is to mock the
Church’s traditional solicitude for the accuracy of the
form of the sacrament. A sacrament is a sign, and
therefore like any sign, it must be clear and unam-
biguous. Imagine a traffic light which emitted an un-
clear color.

Secondly, Novus Ordo clergy are encouraged to
ad-lib in the Mass and sacraments. They are encour-
aged to make their own comments in the Mass, to
conduct the “liturgy,” as they call it, in their own per-
sonal style.

Thirdly, there is so much emphasis on “the com-
munity” and lay participation in the Novus Ordo, that
it would not be surprising that a priest would think
that “We baptize” is actually better than “I baptize,”
which is so “exclusive.” The new theology concerning
baptism is that it is an initiation into the Church. The
dogma of original sin has been neglected into obliv-
ion. The idea of the minister of the sacrament being
the instrumental cause of the sacrament is mocked as
“medieval” and “aristotelian.”

With all of these factors swirling in the head of
the Novus Ordo priest, it is of no wonder that he
thought nothing of changing the words of baptism.

Our policy now is this: If you arrive from the
Novus Ordo, it is necessary that your baptism be veri-
fied either by yourself, or by some witness. Otherwise
we baptize again conditionally. For who knows how
many other instances of invalid or doubtful baptisms
there have been? We have seen many videos of Novus

Ordo priests pour the water onto the hair, and not the
forehead, of the recipient. To do so is to render the
sacrament doubtful.

Mass in Harrisburg. Since Christmas, we have
been offering Mass in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The
location is the Holiday Inn Express, 4201 Union De-
posit Road, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17109. The Mass
time is 10:00 A.M., but in February, only, there will be
some changes in the Mass time owing to previous
commitments of the hotel. Please check our website.
We are also looking forward to opening a Mass center
in the Philadelphia area. Those who are interested in
these Masses should send us an email at the address
that is located on page 1. In time we hope to purchase
churches in these areas, but we must save some mon-
ey in order to do that.

Mass intentions. The clergy of the seminary may
receive Mass intentions. The Mass stipend currently
stands at $25.00. However, this may change in time
because of inflation. The Mass stipend helps the
priest to meet his personal expenses, such as his cas-
socks, suit, and other clothing, as well as many other
expenses, such as his personal computer and books.

Thank you. We received many extraordinary
donations at Christmastime. We thank you for these.
We are still unsure of what our monthly expenses will
be for food, gas, electricity, water, etc. Prices are gen-
erally higher here in the northeast. We have discov-
ered, however, that our building is very well insulat-
ed, and holds the heat quite successfully.

The winter in Reading is relatively mild. Usually
we have low thirties at night and low to middle forties
during the day. We have received only dustings of
snow. But the winter is not over yet!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Donald J. Sanborn
Rector




Some unexpected damage

Upon my return from France, I discovered this extensive damage to our front porch. A large
branch fell from a nearby tree, on our own property. There had been no wind or bad weath-
er when it happened, but there had been some very high wind the week before, and it is pos-
sible that the branch became weakened, and merely fell. Oddly, no one heard it. This is
probably because all but one resident of our building were away that day in New York, vis-
iting the Metropolitan Museum of Art. We are claiming the damage on insurance, but there
is a $5000 deductible. This is one of two trees which need to be taken out completely. They
probably antedate the building, which is over ninety years old.



vinity Seminary’

lusletty

FEBRUARY 2023

Published by Most Holy Trinity Seminary, 1711 Hampden Boulevard, Reading, Pennsylvania 19604. This newsletter is sent free of
charge to all Seminary benefactors who contribute $75.00 or more annually. If you would like to be on our mailing list, please

contact us by mail, or at piuspapax@gmail.com. Please visit our website at mostholytrinityseminary.org

My dear Catholic people,

You may recall from the last newsletter that I
visited in January the chapel of Father Philippe
Guépin in Nantes, France. The sad news is that he
passed away suddenly on Tuesday,

Father Guépin was an extraordinary priest. Full
of priestly zeal, he would travel extensively in France
in order to bring the Mass and sacraments to lay
people, religious sisters, and elderly priests. He was

deeply pious, and particularly devot-

February 7t, just a little over a
month after I saw him in France. No
autopsy was performed, so we do
not know the cause of death. He was
found dead by his assistant, Father
Henry Chappot de La Chanonie, a
priest who was trained at Most Holy
Trinity Seminary and who is a mem-
ber of the Roman Catholic Institute.
Father Guépin was seventy-one
years of age.

I first met Father Guépin in Oc-
tober of 1971, as we both entered
Econe on the first day of the acade-
mic year. I have been in contact with

him over the years, and much more

ed to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Every
year he organized an elaborate out-
door procession in the streets of
Nantes in honor of Our Lady's As-
sumption. During the summer
months he preached retreats and
days of recollection to the lay people.
He made himself always available to
the lay people, carrying his phone
with him at all times, and keeping it
close by his bed at night, in case there
should be a sick call.

Father Guépin was noted as
well for his attention to the beauty of
his chapels. He had "agents” in France
who would comb the flea markets

in recent years, after he invited me to
come and do Confirmations in his
chapel. Even before this invitation,
however, I would visit him from
time to time in France, or see him in
Italy while we were both visiting the
priests of the Institute of Our Mother of Good
Counsel in Verrua. In the year 2000, he made the trip
over from France to Michigan in order to attend the
celebration of my 25t anniversary of the priest-
hood.

Father Philippe Guépin
This picture was taken after a bap-
tism on Sunday, February 5™, and

is probably the last taken of him.

and the antique dealers for beautiful
articles which were being discarded
by the Novus Ordo. I myself conse-
crated a magnificent altar in his
chapel which he retrieved from a
church in Rennes. His chapel was
loaded with the relics of the saints.

He was very devoted to the Divine Office.
He once told me that he never missed a single day
of the breviary. This feat is extraordinary, since
priests, although seriously obliged to the recitation
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of the Office, are occasionally excused for reasons
of illness, apostolic duties, works of charity, or other
impediments arising from travel, etc. He would even
recite it when very ill with fever. He said, "“Some-
times it was very difficult.”

Father Guépin was an “icon” in France, in the
sense that everyone in the traditional world knew
him, and even if they disagreed with him, respected
him for the dignity and the zeal which he brought to
the priesthood.

He was ordained by Archbishop Lefebvre in
1977, together with Father Cekada. He was a sedeva-
cantist even then. In 1979, Archbishop Lefebvre re-
gained hope of reconciling with the modernist
heretics, owing to the overtures of the arch-mod-
ernist John Paul II. In order to please the modernist
heretics, the Archbishop issued a decree that he
could not tolerate in the Society of Saint Pius X any-
one who would not mention the name of John Paul
Il'in the canon of the Mass.

Father Guépin, together with a few other
French priests of the SSPX, told him politely that
they, in conscience, could not accept to mention the
name of the arch-modernist in the canon. As a re-
sult, Archbishop Lefebvre dismissed them from the
Society of Saint Pius X.

It should be noted that Archbishop Lefebvre
was very ambivalent in his views concerning the
Novus Ordo “popes.” Fr. Guépin was one of Arch-
bishop Lefebvre's drivers, who would therefore ac-
company him on his long journeys in France to
spread the word. Father Guépin told me that on one
of these trips, Archbishop Lefebvre confided to him
that he, Archbishop Lefebvre, did not think that Paul
VIwas a true pope. It was around the same time that
he made statements, in 1976, to Parisian newspa-
pers, which cast doubt on the papacy of Paul VI. It is
furthermore true that Archbishop Lefebvre made
many statements which contained all the logic that
would lead you to conclude that the Vatican II
“popes” were not true popes. Father Cekada did a
video in which he brought forward these many
statements of the Archbishop which logically sup-
ported sedevacantism. It is entitled “Marcel Lefeb-
vre: Sedevacantist.” It is available on YouTube.

I say this to point out that the sedevacantist
position was not something merely “cooked up” in
the minds of some extremist seminarians and

priests. All the principles of sedevacantism were
learned from the Archbishop himself.

Nonetheless the Archbishop knew that he
could not negotiate with the modernist heretics un-
less he recognized their authority. This was the rea-
son for the great shift in attitude in 1979 and 1980.

In that same year, 1980, he came over to the
United States with the intention of giving the same
ultimatum to then Father Kelly, then Father Dolan,
and Father Cekada. They proposed to him, however,
that the sedevacantist position was a legitimate the-
ological opinion, something which he agreed with,
for he said at their meeting: “I do not say that the pope
is not the pope, but I do not say either that one cannot say
that the pope is not the pope.” The problem was re-
solved by an agreement on the part of the Oyster
Bay clergy that they would not be public about their
sedevacantist positions. The Archbishop, on his part,
refrained from dismissing them.

I am not sure exactly when Father Guépin
founded his chapel in Nantes, but I know that when
I visited him in 1986, he was already very well estab-
lished there.

Father Guépin was very devoted, as well, to
Saint Joan of Arc and to Saint Louis, the King of
France. You should understand that French tradi-
tionalists are very devoted not only to the traditional
Mass and sacraments, but also to the Catholic tradi-
tions of their country. France was the first European
country to achieve the status of an organized nation.
The King of the Franks, Clovis, was baptized by Saint
Remigius (Saint Rémy in French) in Rheims in the
year 496. From that moment on, the land we now
call France became deeply imbued with Catholic
culture. The remnants of this once great Catholic
culture is evident to any visitor of France.

The French traditionalists detest, with good
reason, the French Revolution and all of the neo-
paganism which it brought to their once Catholic
country. They look back upon Saint Joan and Saint
Louis with great devotion and fondness as symbols
of Catholic France.

I have absolutely no doubt that Father Guépin
died in the state of sanctifying grace. But this certi-
tude which I have should not lead anyone to con-
clude that we should not pray for the repose of his
soul. God judges souls, and not men. May he rest in
peace.



“Catholic” Italy has the most rapidly de-
clining population. It was recently in the news that
Italy leads in declining population rate. It is due to
the fact that the Italians are not having enough chil-
dren. Why is this so? Because of the Novus Ordo.

Although you will read in the Novus Ordo cat-
echism that artificial birth control is wrong, it is
nonetheless true that for decades, since the 1960’s,
the Novus Ordo clergy have virtually condoned the
practice by their silence, even though nearly all of
the couples of child-bearing age are engaging in arti-
ficial birth control of one form or other.

Artificial birth control is a mortal sin. It is a sin
against nature, and thwarts the principal purpose of
the marriage act. In the moral theology books it is
listed with other sins against nature, such as sodomy
and bestiality. Saint Thomas say that it participates in
the notion of murder, since it deprives the would-be
child of its conception.

The Novus Ordo clergy is to blame for the low
birth rates, as the Western world glides toward ex-
tinction by means of contraception and abortion.
The winners will be the Moslems, who do not be-
lieve in birth control, and who also permit the hav-
ing of many wives, which further increases off-
spring.

So see Europe now, before it becomes a
Moslem state.

The FBI now after the Catholic traditional-
ists. In a recent memorandum found in the files of
the FBI office in Richmond, Virginia, there was a
warning against traditional Catholics who reject Vat-
ican II and are against Francis and John Paul II. It said
that they use the traditional Latin Mass. The FBI
agents are meant to infiltrate these groups, called
“RTC's" (Radical Traditional Catholics), and report
about them, since they are, as the memorandum
states, “hate groups” and “potential terrorists.” Ap-
parently it mentioned by name the SSPX and the
SSPV. We did not appear on that list.

One can tell from the detail that was provided
in the memorandum that it was written by a
Catholic.

So apparently rosaries have become weapons
of mass destruction.

I suggested to Bishop Selway that we announce
on Sundays that the spy from the FBI is invited for
coffee and doughnuts after Mass.

While we may be tempted to shake this off as
something ridiculous, it is, nonetheless, a sign of
things to come. “Woke” is becoming a state religion,
and those who disagree with it will become “dan-
gerous.” Life will be made miserable for us. Will they
put us on “no fly” lists, for example, because we are
“potential terrorists?” Will we receive low social
credits, as in Red China, because we do not conform
to the state religion of “woke-ism?”

The Left will not tolerate us any more than the
French Revolution tolerated the refractory priests,
those who refused the oath to the revolutionary
constitution. “No liberty for those who deny liberty” was
the revolutionary slogan, as well as Liberty, Equality,
Fraternity...or death!” It should not be forgotten that
the French revolutionary monsters put to death a
whole convent of contemplative Carmelite nuns as
being a “threat to the State. " The Left will not tolerate
us any more than the Russian Revolution tolerated
the Catholic Church, or any religion for that matter.
The Left will persecute us just as the communists
persecute the Catholic underground in China. It is
not to be forgotten that the Chinese communists
have concentration camps for the Uyghurs, in order
to “reeducate” them.

Persecution, however, for the true Faith is the
greatest gift we can offer God, and guarantees for us
a great reward in heaven. “Blessed are ye when they
shall revile you, and persecute you, and speak all that is
evil against you, untruly, for my sake: Be glad and rejoice,
for your reward is very great in heaven. For so they perse-
cuted the prophets that were before you.” (Matth. V:
11-12)

Cause for alarm. The leaders of the world
have apparently not learned the lesson of World
War 1. The lesson is this: That great powers should
not intervene in conflicts between two nations.

I am referring, of course, to the war in Ukraine.
I think that Ukraine is entirely in the right with re-
gard to its claims to territorial integrity. The lands
which Russia hopes to grab from Ukraine were
granted to Ukraine by Lenin (the Donbass region)
and by Khrushchev (Crimea). Russia should face the
stupidities of its past communist leadership for hav-
ing given away territory which once belonged to the
Russian Empire. The Soviet republics had the right to
secede from the Soviet Union at any time. This right
was guaranteed by Stalin’s constitution in the 1930's
and in the revised constitution of the 1980’s. The



Russians should have thought of a breakaway prov-
ince at that time. Too late now.

In 1914, Austria-Hungary was entirely in its
right in invading Serbia for having participated in the
assassination of the Archduke Ferdinand. (But let it
be said that his visit to Sarajevo was extremely im-
prudent, since it was a hotbed of anti-Austrian un-
rest. It is also true that there was a bomb thrown at
his car, which wounded one of the attendants, but
the Archduke imprudently insisted on continuing
the journey through the streets).

Kaiser Wilhelm II, the most maligned and vili-
fied person of the whole conflict, said repeatedly in
the weeks leading up to World War I: “Let it be a local
conflict.” In other words, he had the wisdom to see
that the participation of the great powers of Europe
would lead to a conflagration that the world had
never seen up to that time. No one listened. Russia,
her flames fanned by France, seething with revenge
against Germany over the loss of Alsace-Lorraine in
1871, saw herself as the protector of all the Slavs.
She mobilized against Germany. Germany had no
choice but to declare war. And the rest is history, as
the saying goes.

Ukraine is a very similar situation. It would be a
grave injustice that Russia prevail over Ukraine in
this land-grab. It would be a much worse evil, how-
ever, that the whole world become involved in a
nuclear exchange, which would not only kill many
people and destroy infrastructure from nuclear
blasts, but would ruin the soil in such a way that the
radiation would make it impossible to grow edible
crops. In other words, it would be prudent to toler-
ate the injustice done to Ukraine in order to avoid a
destruction of the world. It is a question of the less-
er of two evils.

It must also be said that just as Austria-Hun-
gary deserves some blame in starting World War 1
by sending its Archduke to Sarajevo, so Ukraine is
not without blame in uniting itself with the West,
with full knowledge that such a move would enrage
Russia.

Another worrisome factor is that Putin’s legacy
depends on winning in Ukraine. He cannot “back
out” without shame. If put up against a wall, he will
resort to any means in order to win.

We must pray fervently that this war not esca-
late into an armageddon.

Yet another cause for alarm is China. In these
past few weeks, two highly placed officials of the
U.S. government, one of them a general, predicted
war with China within the next two years.

If the prediction has merit, the people of the
United States, together with its government, should
be in a panic. Not only would there be almost in-
evitably a nuclear exchange, but it would also mean
that this country would be deprived of all the prod-
ucts manufactured in China.

Practically every single thing which you buy,
with the exception of food, is made in China. Even
things not made in China contain electronic chips
and other elements which come from China. With-
out these electronic components, virtually nothing
would work. Since the early 1980’s, this country has
been drained of its manufacturing capabilities. Even
the clothing you put on often comes from China.

The alarm is that our government does not
seem to perceive this danger of being cut off from
Chinese goods. It is concerned more about climate
and "equity apartments” in the suburbs.

What is also disquieting is that the recruitment
numbers of our military are falling short. Young
people are not interested in joining the armed
forces. I think that one of the causes is that the
armed forces have been “woke-ified,” that is, more
interested in what pronoun to use instead of how to
kill the enemy. The other reason, I think, is that many
of the wars since World War II have been fought
half-heartedly and without strategic success. This is
not due to lack of bravery on the part of the soldiers,
but due to bad decisions by the government in how
to conduct the war. I am thinking about Korea, Viet-
nam, Iraq (which has become a political satellite of
Iran) and Afghanistan, which needs no comment at
all.

The state of the world and the state of our
country is not good. Again, let us pray.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Rev. Donald J. Sanborn
Rector
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My dear Catholic people,

I am sure that most of our readers are horrified
by the progress of liberalism or “wokeness” in our
society. Attitudes which would have been considered
outlandish even as little as ten years ago are now the
norm, such as transgenderism, “neutral” pronouns,
non-binary people, drag queens, and sodomy. Politi-
cal trends are also alarming, such as critical race
theory, the teaching — or preaching — of transgen-
derism to children, even the very young, introducing
young persons to pornography, as if it were some-
thing acceptable and normal. There is also the utter
flouting of immigration laws by the government
itself by permitting open borders. There is serious
doubt about our electoral system, because of sloppy;
shoddy, and even dishonest voting policies. The po-
lice are vilified, their hands tied with regard to crim-
inals for fear of being jailed themselves. Left-wing
communities want to cut the police back, or even do
away with them. Leftist cities are now becoming
very dangerous. In one of these cities, shoplifting
under $1000 is not to be prosecuted.

Add to these things the threat of war with Rus-
sia and war with China.

The question is: How did all of this corruption
come about in a nation which, up to about 1960, was
stable in its laws and customs, solidly anti-commu-
nist and anti-socialist, observant of the natural law
with the exception of its divorce laws?

For example, up to the 1960’s, it was illegal to
sell birth control devices in pharmacies. Abortion
was a felony, punishable by prison. There was not
even a question of same-sex marriages. Sodomitic
acts were considered against the natural law, and
were banned in public. It was not even discussed in

public, but only whispered where necessary. The rare
cases of transgender operations had to be done in
left-wing Sweden, and were so uncommon that it
would be something you would read in a newspaper.

In the 1950’s the federal government actually
had a surplus, that is, no national debt.

Families were, in general, very stable. Divorce
was rare, especially since the person suing for di-
vorce had to prove a sufficient reason for it in the
eyes of the law, e.g., adultery, desertion, etc. No-fault
divorce arrived in the 1960’s. Mothers stayed home
and cared for the children and kept order in the
home. Children grew up psychologically balanced
and secure, for the most part, and this was because
of their stable upbringing. There were no school
shootings.

Pornography was outlawed until the Supreme
Court decided, again after 1960, that it was “art,”
and placed it under the protection of “freedom of
speech.”

Decent people did not use vulgar or impure
words. Women dressed modestly. Most people went
to church on Sunday. Before Vatican II, every Sun-
day Mass attendance in the United States was at
75%.

‘What happened? How did this country decay?
How, in one person’s lifetime, did America descend
from being a nation, if not Catholic, at least one
which abided by the natural law in most cases,
which had a sane and decent culture and way of life,
and an abhorrence of socialism and communism?

There are a number of reasons for this, but the
main reason lies within its own principles.
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It goes back to the Renaissance. The spirit of
humanism in the Renaissance was that man was not
corrupted by original sin, and that, left to his nature
and to his own intellectual lights, he could be virtu-
ous and wise, and create a perfect world without
religion. For this reason, it was common in paintings
to see figures nude or almost nude. This was un-
heard of in the Middle Ages, but was seen often in
ancient sculpture. Clothing, it should be recalled,
came to us as a result of original sin. We were em-
barrassed to be naked because we were no longer in
complete control of our passions.

The Renaissance, however, wanted to portray
“man as man,” that is, man considered without orig-
inal sin, in his pure nature, not in need of redemp-
tion or grace, but capable of succeeding on his own.

From these attitudes of the humanist Renais-
sance there grew up over the cen-
turies, and particularly in protestant
countries, a movement known as
unbelief This came in the form of
rationalism, deism, and even athe-
ism. It was radically opposed to
christianity in general, but especially
to Roman Catholicism which it
characterized as obscurantism.

Rationalism is the system which
rejects anything which cannot be
proven by human reason. Conse-
quently, supernatural mysteries such
as the Blessed Trinity, the Incarna-
tion, original sin, and so forth, were
rejected out of hand.

Deism holds that a supreme [~
being exists, that he made the uni- ‘
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to be an atheist. All of them were great admirers of
John Locke.

Locke taught that human beings are born with
unlimited liberty, except in what binds them by the
natural law. Locke’s theory of government was the
social contract. He says that political authority is
something created by the people, who give up their
rights to govern themselves to a legislative body
which governs for them. They do this in order to
better preserve their own freedoms. The majority
rules.

From this theory flow the ideas of the sovereign-
ty of the people, and the right of revolution, that is, that
the people govern, and that have the right to rise up,
even through violence, against what they believe to
be a tyrannical government, and dissolve its connec-
tions to it.

Catholic political philosophy
differs greatly from all these ideas.
It teaches, with Saint Paul, that a/
authority comes from God. It teaches
that the State is not merely a cre-
ation of the people, the effect of
some contract, but something that
pertains to the very nature of man.
Consequently, political authority is
not derived from the consent of the
governed, nor are the people sov-
ereign. To the contrary, the ruler or
government is sovereign because it
is wielding the power of God to
rule. In Catholic philosophy, it per-
tains to the people to determine
how they will be governed, (e.g. to es-
tablish a constitution), and who shall

verse, but has no care about it. He

does not make laws for humanity,
and exercises no governance or prov-
idence over mankind. We owe him
nothing except honor.

Atheism, of course, denied the
existence of God altogether, as well as the immortal-
ity of the soul, the future life, and heaven and hell.

These movements gained traction in the seven-
teenth century, and became extremely popular
among the upper class and middle class in the eigh-
teenth century. “Philosophers” emerged in these two
centuries who would systematize and develop these
new ideas. Among them were John Locke, David
Hume, Immanuel Kant, and others. Deism and
atheism flourished in England particularly.

The prime movers of the American Revolution
were freemasons and deists. Jefferson was rumored

John Locke
1632-1704

govern them (e.g., by election, by
hereditary monarchy, etc.)
Nor are people born with unlimited
freedom. Our freedom is limited
not only by the natural law, as Locke
admitted, but also by the revealed law
of God, i.e., by the laws of Christ the King, made
known to us by His Church on earth, the Roman
Catholic Church. People are, furthermore, born
subject to their parents, and to the laws of their
nation.

Nor are people free to rise up against their
rulers. A mob of revolutionaries has no legitimacy
whatsoever. It is to subject the government to the
private judgment of individuals. It would be no dif-
ferent from a lynch mob’s hanging of a person whom
it found to be guilty.

Nor is government by the consent of the gov-
erned, that is, it is not true to say that a law has va-



lidity because the people approve it. It has validity
inasmuch as legislators, using the authority of God,
prescribe something which is in accordance with the
common good and with the natural law and revealed
law.

America’s foundational problems. America
was born in the eighteenth century, when these
ideas of Locke’s were in full swing. The central error
is that America was conceived on the basis of creat-
ing a state based upon pure nature and reason. Im-
plicit in this idea was the denial of the reign of
Christ the King, the denial of supernatural revela-
tion, and with it the denial of original sin and the
effects of original sin.

This philosophy left America on its own, that is,
without the Savior, without supernatural revelation,
without the Catholic Church, and laden with the
effects of original sin. It was, as the Founding Fa-
thers called it, the Empire of Reason. It was the per-
fect political expression of Renaissance humanism: a
state without God and without revelation, and
therefore without redemption and without grace. It
was a state of pure nature and ruled by reason alone.

It is the teaching of the Catholic Church that
man, without grace, cannot long persevere in all the
virtues, but will eventually fall into mortal sin. Nor
can he return from mortal sin except by the grace of
God.

History has proven that human beings, deprived
of revelation and grace, have fallen into the most
grotesque forms of barbarism and savagery. They
have also fallen into gross ignorance concerning God
and morality, as well as insane and ludicrous super-
stitions. It is a fallen race.

All of the leftists in Europe regarded the fledg-
ing American republic as the darling of a new world
of politics. It was for this reason that the French
leftists, later to be revolutionaries, flocked to Wash-
ington’s army in the 1770’s, so much so that he had
to send many back. A primary example was La-
fayette, an atheist and freemason.

America has no defense. American culture
was generally observant of the natural law because
its inhabitants observed it. There was nothing in its
constitution, however, that required laws to be in
conformity with the natural law. Nor did it define
what the natural lawwas. Nor was God or Jesus
Christ even mentioned in it.

When the wicked influences of the 1960’s in-
vaded this country, therefore, America had no im-
mune system by which to resist them. For who is to
say what is the natural law? Transgenders would say
that they are naturally inclined to change their gender.

The same may be said for those who contract same-
sex marriages. If the majority of the “sovereign peo-
ple” think that transgenderism and same-sex mar-
riage are natural, then these aberrations become law.

If America had been founded upon the laws of
Christ the King, such a thing would never have been
possible. America has no moral compass, and is now
astray and lost in a forest of unnatural absurdities.

What also contributes to America’s cultural
downfall are its three cherished “freedoms:” free-
dom of speech, freedom of the press, and freedom
of religion. As I have said in a previous newsletter,
these so-called freedoms are condemned by the
Catholic Church. In what regards the press and
speech, it is true that we should be free to say what
we please, provided that it be in accordance with the
moral law, revealed doctrine, and right reason. Just as no
one has the right to spread a disease of the body, so
no one has the right to spread error, which is a dis-
ease of the mind. Furthermore, although the Church
teaches that false religions, for a proportionate rea-
son, could be tolerated in any given country, there is
no case in which someone would have the right to
profess a false religion. For all human rights have
their origin in God, and it is unthinkable that God
could place a right in man to do something wrong.

It should be noted, as well, that toleration is not
permission. Toleration is to say nothing in the pres-
ence of an evil. It is “to look the other way,” as the
saying goes, but it is not a permission. Law can nev-
er authorize what is evil, since all law is a reflection
of the eternal law of God.

It could be objected here that the United States
has been always favorable to religion, never interfer-
ing with it, and exempting it from taxes.

True, but the point here is that this freedom of
religion comes at the price of the government’s be-
ing free from religion. Religion in this country is a
completely private affair.

The Empire of Reason has become the
Empire of Insanity, Ignorance, and Moral
Decadence. The dreamy, idyllic world which the
eighteenth-century philosophes and deist freemasons
concocted, a political state of pure nature, without
God or religion, has become sick, having lost its
common sense. Because man without grace has fall-
en, the natural law has been discarded, and the road
to barbarism and chaos is wide open before us.

An example of this fall from reason is the fact
that, in 1973, the Supreme Court decided that the
Constitution gave all women the right to an abor-
tion. The Constitution, however, is absolutely silent about
abortion. Yet it took exactly fifty years, and sixty mil-



lion murdered babies later, for the Supreme Court
to figure out that the it was wrong.

So this “Empire of Reason,” this child of the
anti-Catholic, anti-God, anti-Savior “Enlighten-
ment,” has become an Empire of Error, an Empire
of Absurdities, an Empire of Unnatural Vice, an
Empire of Infanticide, and has fallen, without grace,
face first, into a cesspool of moral muck. Let us pray
that it come to its senses.

Expansion of our apostolate. On a happier
note, the Roman Catholic Institute has expanded its
apostolate recently into new areas, and has experi-
enced growth in the existing areas.

We are restarting our presence in England by
providing bi-monthly Mass in the Midlands. I am
hoping to provide England with an every Sunday
Mass and a full-service priest by July of 2024. The
English parishioners, however, must manifest suffi-
cient enthusiasm and dedication in order to qualify
for this.

Father Dutertre has been permanently assigned
to Nantes, where he and Father Chappot de La
Chanonie have succeeded to the apostolate of the
now deceased Father Philippe Guépin. Father Joce-
lyn Le Gal, of the Institute of Our Mother of Good
Counsel, has been so kind as to come from Paris
(250 miles) on a regular basis to hear the confessions
of the nuns and the priests in Brittany, where
Nantes is located.

Father Dutertre will travel to Spain this month,
to a town near Santiago de Compostela, to provide
Mass to persons who have requested our services.
‘We hope and pray that the mission will succeed.

Father Palma will soon take up residence in Aus-
tralia to help Fr. Eldracher, who has been there since
2017. In the various missions which they will serve in
the cities of Australia, there are now about 250
parishioners. They will also travel to Singapore and
India, where we have been requested. There have
also been calls from Brunei and Sri Lanka.

I am told that there are now about 300 parish-
ioners in Brooksville, Florida. Vero Beach is also
doing better after Covid, which affected its atten-
dance badly. There are about thirty-five attending
that Mass. Poor Vero Beach has lost many of its
parishioners to Brooksville, who moved there for
the school, primarily. Vero Beach would have proba-
bly fifty or sixty parishioners were it not for the
“draining” effect of Brooksville.

Finally here in Pennsylvania, we have opened
missions in Harrisburg and the Philadelphia area,
King of Prussia more precisely. Both are showing
promise of growth.

Canada. An unfortunate development, howev-
er, is that we can no longer service French-speaking
Canada.

When I sent Father Dutertre to Quebec, it was
with the understanding that he would visit the sem-
inary once a month in order to “get his batteries
charged,” so to speak, as it is not good for priests to
be entirely alone and isolated.

When Covid arrived, the draconian rules estab-
lished by the Canadian government had two very
bad effects: (1) it rendered impossible Father’s pas-
sage to and from Canada, since he was unwilling to
take the vaccine; (2) it forbade the offering of the
Mass in public places, which meant that the Masses
had to be conducted in catacomb-like circum-
stances.

Since the Covid restrictions endured for a long
time, I finally told Father Dutertre to return to the
United States where he could be with other priests.

‘While we were awaiting the reopening of Cana-
da, however, the Quebec government enacted ex-
tremely restrictive and oppressive laws regarding
homeschooling. Since the traditional Catholics want
no part of public schools, most of them homeschool
their children. The sad result was that those families
who were the most supportive of the Quebec mis-
sion, by the donation 